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Biodiversity policies: Aïchi targets
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“By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been 

integrated into national and local development and 
poverty reduction strategies and planning processes and 

are being incorporated into national accounting, as 
appropriate, and reporting systems.”
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SNA Framework SEEA – Ecosystem AccountsSEEA – Central Framework

Ecosystem Asset 
Accounts

Thematic Ecosystem 
Accounts

Stocks, and annual 
additions and reductions, of 
land, carbon, water, 
nutrients, forest, soil, 
biodiversity and species.

Ecosystem
oextent (size), 
o condition (quality),
o future flow of ecosystem 

services.

Economic Asset 
Accounts 

Produced assets and 
(non-)financial balance 
sheet items.

Environmental Asset accounts

Stocks, and annual additions and reductions, of 
minerals, energy resources, land, timber, aquatic 
resources, soil, water, biological resources.

A
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Transactions by 
residents in the National 
Economy and income.

Ecosystem Supply & Use Tables

Supply and use of intermediate and final ecosystem services 
flows (provisioning, regulating and cultural services).

Economic Supply & 
Use Tables

Environmental Supply & Use Tables

Supply and use flows for energy, water, materials, 
incl. waste and emissions to soil, air and water.

Fl
o

w
 a

cc
o

u
n

ts

EPEA / EGSS /  Taxes / Subsidies

Transactions to protect the environment and 
economic activities that lead to environmental 
protection and resource management.



Types of biodiversity related policies
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Protect biodiversity – species and
ecosystems.

Sustain ecosystem services supply
and build resilient ecosystems.

Stimulate a sustainable use of biodiversity
and prevent biodiversity declines.
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EPEA/ EGSS/ 
Tax / Subs.

Activities and transactions to protect the 
environment and manage natural resources

Supply and
Use Tables

Flows of energy, water, materials

Flows of waste and emissions to soil, air and 
water

Asset 
Accounts

Thematic
Ecosystem
Accounts

Stocks of minerals, (renewable) natural 
resources, timber, water,…

Land use and land cover

Stocks of carbon, soils and nutrients
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Stocks of biodiversity and species

Ecosystem
Asset 
Accounts

Extent of ecosystems (size)

Condition of ecosystems (quality)

Future flow of ecosystem services (capacity 
to generate future flows)

ESS Acc. Supply and use of ecosystem services

Trends in 
biodiversity and
protected species

Relation
biodiversity –
resource use

Forestry and
nature 
conservation
policies



Species/biodiversity 
accounts

Ecosystem services 
accounts

Land accounts

Central Framework accounts 
produced 80+ countries



Lessons

› Actual policy use remains modest, but more to come.

› SEEA EA especially used for direct biodiversity questions.

› SEEA CF also used for resource use questions.

› Ecosystem resilience and sustainable use of ecosystem services 
deserve more attention.

› Especially used for indicator development ; less so for policy 
analysis. 

› More sophisticated analysis are possible and potentially very 
useful.
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Lessons

› Integrate the accounts in national information systems and update 
them regularly.

› Organise demand side guidance.

› Experiment with

– Making biodiversity accounts

– Using them for the NBSAPs

– Including them in wealth measurement

– Use them for policy analyses. 

› Communicate experience.
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